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TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

- Applicants hereby submit the following documents to be filed with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office: 

1 . Response to Office Action dated February 14, 2001 ; and 

2. Return Postcard. 



The Commissioner is authorized to debit our Deposit Account No. 02-0383 for any underpayment 
of fees which maybe due in association with this filing under 37 CFR §1.16-1.18. 

Respectfully Submitted, 




Date: May 14, 2001 



toward L. Speij 
Reg. No. 37,733 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 
910 Louisiana 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Telephone: (713)229-2057 
Facsimile: (713) 229-2757 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 
I certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the US Postal Service as First Class Mail on May 14, 2001 and is 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 L 

Signafr 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



In response to the Examiner's action mailed February 14, 2001, please amend the 
application as follows: 



In the claims : . ^ 

Please cancel claims 12, 13, 15 and 23, which leaves claims 1-11, 14, 16-22 and 24-33 
pending. Please enter the following replacement claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(c). Each 
replacement claim number replaces the correspondingly numbered prior pending claim and new 
additional claims, if any, are numbered sequentially thereinafter. All pending claims, whether 
added, rewritten, cancelled or amended, have been reproduced below for the convenience of the 
Examiner. Immediately following the replacement claims reproduced herein below is a marked- 
up version of the prior pending claims showing the amendments made thereto. 
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